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 Agriculture is the most dangerous career 

Why take time to talk Safety?
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 Lead by example
 Set rules & follow them

 Ie. No riders, seatbelts
 Identify goals

 Decrease injuries, zero fatalities
 Every person goes home to their family every night

 Openly discuss near miss accidents/accidents
 Display timeframe without accidents
 Have consistent safety ‘meetings’

 Look for teachable moments every day
 Safety Stretches

 Document safety training, but avoid it becoming just an 
HR exercise

How to bring safety to the forefront?
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 When to call 911/emergency services vs treating on 
farm? 

 Who has first aid/CPR training? When was the last time 
they went to training?

 Emergency Drills/Role Play
 First aid kits (recently) stocked and available?
 MSDS sheets available 24/7 for chemical exposure
 Documentation of injuries/accidents
 Drug testing?

Protocol for handling injuries/accidents
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 Are third party safety audits available to you?
 Identify an individual(s) to perform the audit
 Provide a checklist
 If you have regularly scheduled monthly safety meetings, 

performing audits prior to meetings allows for discussion 
of findings at the meetings. 

Monthly Safety Audit/Inspection

9



© Diamond V, Inc. All rights reserved.

 Equipment
 ROPS, UTV’s, skidsteers, forklifts

 Feed storage areas 
 Manure storage 
 Confined Spaces
 Chemicals 
 Cattle handling
 Exposure to weather
 Slips & Falls prevention
 Fire Safety
 Electric shock
 Respirator Use
 Emergency Protocols
 Disaster Plans

Areas of the farm for Review & Training
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Equipment
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UTV’s, skidsteers, forklifts
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PTO shields
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Equipment - Maintenance
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Traffic
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Slow Moving Vehicle Signs, Reflectors
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Are signs and reflectors clean & easily visible?
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Silage faces – dangerous overhangs 
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Face angled back 
so less likely to fall

Plastic and tires 
removed away 
from dangerous 
face edge
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Hay Stacks
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Fall Hazard, Fire Hazard

Single stack bales to cut strings
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Electrical shock risk
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Lock out, tag out 
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Feed Mixer Boxes
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Good time for using buddy system & Lock 
out/tag out
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Manure Storage
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Manure Storage 
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Confined Spaces
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Chemicals
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-Proper Labeling
-Storage
-MSDS Sheets
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Cattle Handling
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Cattle Handling
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Exposure to weather
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Slips & Falls 
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Fire Safety
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When do you need to call fire department?
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 Who to call in case of emergency?
 Does it change depending on the emergency?

 911- have physical address posted

Emergency Protocols
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 What to do if a natural disaster strikes? 
 Flood, Fire, Tornado, Hurricane, Blizzard etc

 Evacuation Plan
 How to care for animals? Employees?
 What are the essential tasks and who will do them? 
 Mass animal casualty disposal

Disaster Plan
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 www.OSHA.gov
 Dirty Dozen Checklist, Quick takes newsletter

 Farm Bureau 
 https://www.fb.org/programs/safety-health/

 WA State Labor and Industries
 https://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/APP/resources.asp

 Other farm organizations
 www.wafla.org
 NY: www.nycamh.org/
 MN: http://Umash.umn.edu/
 WI: https://fyi.uxex.edu/agsafety/

Resources
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http://www.osha.gov/
https://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/AtoZ/APP/resources.asp
http://www.wafla.org/
http://www.nycamh.org/
http://umash.umn.edu/
https://fyi.uxex.edu/agsafety
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